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Chapter 1 Preliminary

[s1]
Water Plan (Burnett Basin) 2014
Chapter 1 Preliminary
1 Short title
This water plan (this plan) may be cited as the Water Plan
(Burnett Basin) 2014.
2 Commencement

Section 32(2)(b) commences on 1 July 2015.

3 Purposes of plan

The following are the purposes of this plan—

(a) to define the availability of water in the plan area;

(b) to provide a framework for sustainably managing water
and the taking of water;

(c) to identify priorities and mechanisms for dealing with
future water requirements;

(d) to provide a framework for establishing water
allocations;

(e) to provide a framework for reversing, where practicable,
degradation in natural ecosystems;

(f) toregulate the taking of overland flow water;

(g) toregulate the taking of groundwater;

(h) to provide interim rules for the taking or sharing of
water.

Current as at 6 December 2016 Page 11
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[s 4]

4 Definitions
The dictionary in schedule 12 defines particular words used in
this plan.

Chapter 2 Plan area and water to

which plan applies

Plan area

This plan applies to the area shown as the plan area on the
map in schedule 1.

Subcatchment areas

(1) Each part of the plan area that is shown as a subcatchment
area on the map in schedule 2 is a subcatchment area.

(2) A reference in this plan to a subcatchment area followed by a
letter is a reference to the subcatchment area in schedule 2
with that letter.

Coastal Burnett overland flow area

The part of the plan area that is shown as the Coastal Burnett
overland flow area on the map in schedule 3 is the Coastal
Burnett overland flow area.

Groundwater management areas

(1) Each part of the plan area that is shown as a groundwater
management area on the map in schedule 4 is a groundwater
management area.

(2) A reference in this plan to a groundwater management area by
name is a reference to the groundwater management area in
schedule 4 with that name.

Page 12
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Chapter 2 Plan area and water to which plan applies

[s 9]
9 Groundwater units and groundwater sub-areas

(1) The Coastal Burnett groundwater management area consists

of the following (each a groundwater unit)—
(a) the Coastal Burnett groundwater unit 1, containing the
aquifers of—
(i) the Elliott Formation; and
(i1) the Gooburrum Clay; and
(ii1) the Quaternary alluvium; and
(iv) the Coastal Dune Sands; and
(v) the Hummock Basalt; and
(vi) the Pemberton Basalt; and
(vii) the Burrum Coal Measures;
(b) the Coastal Burnett groundwater unit 2, containing the
aquifers of the Fairymead beds.

(2) Each area of the Coastal Burnett groundwater unit 1 that is
shown on map A in schedule 5 is a groundwater sub-area
under this plan.

(3) Each area of the Coastal Burnett groundwater unit 2 that is
shown on map B in schedule 5 is a groundwater sub-area
under this plan.

(4) Each area of the Upper Burnett groundwater management
area that is shown on map C in schedule 5 is a groundwater
sub-area under this plan.

(5) A reference in this plan to a groundwater sub-area by name is
a reference to the groundwater sub-area on map A, B or C in
schedule 5 with that name.

10 Information about areas
The exact location of the boundaries of the plan area,
subcatchment areas, Coastal Burnett overland flow area,
groundwater management areas and groundwater sub-areas is
Current as at 6 December 2016 Page 13
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Chapter 2 Plan area and water to which plan applies

[s 11]

held in digital electronic form by the department and may be
accessed, free of charge, at each office of the department.

Editor’s note—

The location of each office of the department is available at
<www.dnrm.qld.gov.au>.

11 Nodes
(1) A node mentioned in this plan is a point—
(a) on a watercourse in the plan area; or
(b) 1in a groundwater management area in the plan area.
(2) The location of each node is—
(a) shown on a map in schedule 6, part 1 or 2; and
(b) described in schedule 6, part 3 or 4.

(3) Each node is identified on a map by a number.

12 Water to which plan applies

(1) This plan applies to the following water (surface water) in the
plan area—

(a) water in a watercourse or lake;

(b) water in a spring not connected to water to which the
Water Plan (Great Artesian Basin) 2006 applies;

(c) overland flow water, other than water in a spring
connected to water to which the Water Plan (Great
Artesian Basin) 2006 applies.

(2) This plan also applies to groundwater in the plan area.

Page 14 Current as at 6 December 2016

Authorised by the Parliamentary Counsel



Water Plan (Burnett Basin) 2014
Chapter 3 Outcomes for sustainable management of water

[s 13]

Chapter 3 Outcomes for sustainable
management of water

13 Outcomes for water in plan area

(1) This chapter states the outcomes for the sustainable
management of water to which this plan applies.

(2) Without limiting subsection (1) or sections 14 to 16, the
outcomes include the allocation and management of water in a
way that—

(a) recognises that the natural state of watercourses, lakes,
springs and aquifers has changed because of the taking
of, and interfering with, water; and

(b) achieves a balance in the following outcomes—
(1) the economic outcomes mentioned in section 14;
(i1) the social outcomes mentioned in section 15;

(ii1) the ecological outcomes mentioned in section 16.

14 Economic outcomes

(1) Each of the following is an economic outcome for water in the
plan area—

(a) provision for—

(i) the wuse of water entitlements and other
authorisations in the plan area; and

(i1) the continued use of existing overland flow works;
and

(ii1) the continued use of existing groundwater works;

(b) protection of the probability of being able to take water
under a water entitlement;

(c) availability of water for the following—

Current as at 6 December 2016 Page 15
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[s 15]

(1) growth in industries dependent on water resources
in the plan area;

(i1) stock purposes in the plan area;

(ii1) Indigenous communities dependent on water
resources in the plan area to achieve their
economic aspirations;

(d) support of activities stated in the Water Regulation 2016,
schedule 3;

(e) maintenance of flows that support water-related
economic activities in the plan area, including, for
example, tourism,;

(f)  support of continual improvement in the efficient use of
water;

(g) maintenance, to the extent practicable, of the quality of
groundwater for consumptive purposes;

(h) for groundwater in the Coastal Burnett groundwater
management area—management and allocation of
groundwater to prevent further seawater intrusion.

(2) In this section—

existing groundwater works means—

(a) works that are prescribed existing groundwater works;
and

(b) works for taking groundwater, other than prescribed
existing groundwater works, that were in existence
immediately before the commencement.

15 Social outcomes
(1) Each of the following is a social outcome for water in the plan
area—

(a) 1increased security for town water supplies that rely on
surface water and groundwater;

(b) availability of water for the following—

Page 16 Current as at 6 December 2016
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[s 16]

(1) population growth in towns and communities
dependent on water resources in the plan area;

(i) domestic purposes in the plan area;

(c) maintenance, to the extent practicable, of the quality of
water for human use;

(d) maintenance of flows that support water-related
aesthetic, cultural and recreational values in the plan
area, including the cultural values of the traditional
owners in the plan area;

(e) for groundwater—the support of cultural values
associated with Ban Ban Springs.

(2) In this section—

traditional owners, in the plan area, means the Aboriginal
people who identify as descendants of the original inhabitants
of the area.

16 Ecological outcomes

Each of the following is an ecological outcome for water in
the plan area—

(a) minimisation of changes to the natural variability of
flows that support aquatic ecosystems;

(b) the continued capability of a part of the river system to
be connected to another, including by maintaining flows
that—

(1) allow for the movement of native aquatic fauna
between riverine, floodplain, wetland, estuarine
and marine environments; and

(i) support water-related ecosystems; and
(ii1) support river-forming processes;

(c) protection and maintenance of refugia associated with
waterholes, lakes and wetlands;

Current as at 6 December 2016 Page 17
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[s 17]

(d)

(e)

®)

€3]

Chapter 4

the support of ecosystems dependent on groundwater,
including, for example, riparian vegetation and
wetlands;

provision of flows and hydraulic habitat for
flow-spawning fish and endemic species, including, for
example, the Australian lungfish (Neoceratodus
forsteri) and the white-throated snapping turtle (Elseya
albagula);

maintenance of flows necessary for estuarine ecosystem
functions, including flows for—

(i) barramundi (Lates calcarifer) and sea mullet
(Mugil cephalus) recruitment; and

(1)) banana prawn (Fenneropenaeus merguiensis)
growth; and

(ii1) river mangroves (Aegiceras corniculatum);

maintenance of a near natural flow regime that supports
waterholes and riverine ecosystems in subcatchment
area M.

Performance indicators and

objectives
Part 1 Environmental flow objectives
Division 1 Surface water
17 Performance indicators for environmental flow objectives
The performance indicators for the environmental flow
objectives for surface water are—
Page 18 Current as at 6 December 2016
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Chapter 4 Performance indicators and objectives

[s 18]

(a) the number of periods of no flow of at least 6 months;
and

(b) the mean annual flow; and

(c) the median annual flow; and

(d) the 1.5 year daily flow volume; and
(e) the 5 year daily flow volume; and

(f)  the 20 year daily flow volume.

18 Environmental flow objectives

The environmental flow objectives for surface water for this
plan are stated in schedule 7, part 1.

Division 2 Groundwater in Coastal Burnett
groundwater management area

19 Performance indicators for environmental flow
objectives—groundwater-dependent ecosystems

The performance indicators for the environmental flow
objectives for a node or groundwater sub-area for assessing
groundwater levels to support groundwater-dependent
ecosystems in the Coastal Burnett groundwater management
area are—

(a) the average depth to the watertable; and
(b) the drawdown period; and

(c) the average ocean groundwater discharge.

20 Environmental flow objectives

The environmental flow objectives for groundwater in the
Coastal Burnett groundwater management area are stated in
schedule 7, part 2.

Current as at 6 December 2016 Page 19
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[s 21]

Part 2 Water allocation security
objectives

21 Performance indicators for water allocation security

objectives

The performance indicators for the water allocation security
objectives are—

(a)

(b)

(c)

for water allocations to take supplemented water—the
monthly supplemented water sharing index; and

for water allocations to take unsupplemented surface
water—the annual volume probability; and

for water allocations to take unsupplemented
groundwater—

(i) the groundwater annual volume probability; and

(i) 90% annual volume probability.

22 Water allocation security objectives

The water allocation security objectives for this plan are stated

1n—

(a)

(b)

(c)

for water allocations to take supplemented
water—schedule 8, part 1; and

for water allocations to take unsupplemented surface
water—schedule 8, part 2; and

for water allocations to take unsupplemented
groundwater—schedule 8, part 3.

Page 20
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Chapter 5 Strategies for achieving outcomes

[s 23]

Chapter 5 Strategies for achieving
outcomes

Part 1 Strategies for both surface
water and groundwater

Division 1 General provisions

23 Application of pt 1

The strategies stated in this part apply to surface water and
groundwater.

24 Decisions to be consistent with objectives

Decisions made by the chief executive about the allocation or
management of water in the plan area, other than a decision
about a water permit, must be consistent with—

(a) the environmental flow objectives stated in schedule 7;
and

(b) the water allocation security objectives stated in
schedule 8.

25 Assessing impact of decisions about surface water, and
groundwater in Three Moon Creek groundwater sub-area

(1) The IQQM computer program’s simulation for the IQQM
simulation period is to be used to assess consistency with the
environmental flow objectives and the water allocation
security objectives for—

(a) surface water; and

(b) groundwater in the Three Moon Creek groundwater
sub-area.

Current as at 6 December 2016 Page 21
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Chapter 5 Strategies for achieving outcomes

[s 26]

26

2)

3)

If it is not practicable to use the IQQM computer program,
another assessment method approved by the chief executive
may be used.

However, the chief executive may approve an assessment
method for subsection (2) only if the chief executive is
satisfied the method will assess consistency with the
objectives at least as accurately as the IQQM computer
program.

Assessing impact of decisions about groundwater in
Coastal Burnett groundwater management area

ey

2)

3)

The Coastal Burnett groundwater computer program’s
simulation for the groundwater simulation period is to be used
to assess consistency with the environmental flow objectives
and the water allocation security objectives for groundwater in
the Coastal Burnett groundwater management area.

If it is not practicable to use the Coastal Burnett groundwater
computer program, another assessment method approved by
the chief executive may be used.

However, the chief executive may approve an assessment
method for subsection (2) only if the chief executive is
satisfied the method will assess consistency with the
objectives at least as accurately as the Coastal Burnett
groundwater computer program.

Division 2 Interim arrangements and

27

directions to chief executive about
applications

Application of div 2

This division does not apply to an application under—

(a) section 221 of the Act to reinstate an expired water
licence; or

Page 22
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Chapter 5 Strategies for achieving outcomes

[s 28]

(b) section 224 of the Act to amalgamate 2 or more water
licences; or

(c) section 225 of the Act to subdivide a water licence; or

(d) section 229 of the Act to replace a jointly held water
licence after the disposal of land under that section.

28 Applications for water licence to take or interfere with
surface water made before 29 May 2003

ey

(2)

3)

This section applies to an application for a water licence to
take or interfere with surface water in the plan area made
under the Act or the repealed Act before 29 May 2003 and not
finally decided before the commencement.

However, this section does not apply if works existed on 14
December 2000 on land to which the application relates.

The chief executive must refuse the application if granting the
application would have 1 or more of the following effects in
relation to water to which this plan applies—

(a) increase the amount of water that may be taken;
(b) change the location from which water may be taken;
(c) increase the rate at which water may be taken;

(d) change the flow conditions under which water may be
taken;

(e) increase or change the interference with the water.

29 Additional criteria for deciding applications about
surface water if works existed on 14 December
2000—Act, s 210(1)(c)

6]

2)

This section applies to an application mentioned in
section 28(1) if works existed on 14 December 2000 on the
land to which the application relates.

If the application is for a water licence to take water from a
watercourse, lake or spring, the nominal entitlement for the
water licence must be—
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(a)

(b)

for an application that states an area to be irrigated—the
volume decided by the chief executive having regard to
the volume of water required for the purpose stated on
the application, but not more than the volume, expressed
in megalitres, calculated by multiplying the area,
expressed in hectares, by 6; or

if the chief executive is satisfied that the amount under
paragraph (a) is not sufficient for the licence’s intended
purpose or for an application that does not state an area
to be irrigated—the volume decided by the chief
executive having regard to the following—

(i) the water-taking capacity of the works;

(i1) the volume of water required for the purpose stated
on the application;

(ii1) the annual volumes of water estimated by the chief
executive to have been taken by the works during
the period of not more than 10 years, immediately
before the commencement;

(iv) the efficiency of the use of the water mentioned in
subparagraph (iii).

(3) Also, if the application is for a water licence to interfere with
water in a watercourse, lake or spring by impounding the flow
of water under the water licence—

(a)

(b)

(©

the maximum volume of water stored under the water
licence must not be greater than the storage capacity of
the works; and

the maximum height of impounded water must not be
greater than the height of the works; and

the purpose to be stated on the water licence must be
‘conserve water’.
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30

31

32

Direction to chief executive about non-acceptance of
application to take surface water

An application for a water licence, made under section 206 of
the Act, to take surface water must not be accepted if granting
the application would have either of the following effects in
relation to water in the plan area—

(a) 1increase the amount of water that may be taken; or

(b) change the location from which water may be taken.
Note—

See section 40 for the process for granting unallocated water.

Direction to chief executive about refusal of application
to take groundwater in a relevant groundwater
management area

ey

2)

This section applies to an application for a water licence,
made under section 206 of the Act, to take groundwater from
a relevant groundwater management area, other than an
application for the purpose of agricultural dewatering in the
Coastal Burnett groundwater management area.

The application must be refused if granting the application
would have 1 or more of the following effects in relation to
the water to which this plan applies—

(a) increase the amount of water that may be taken;
(b) change the location from which water may be taken;

(c) change the conditions under which water may be taken.

Interim arrangements for rules for taking or sharing water
in particular water supply schemes—Act, s 46(2)(l)

(1) The environmental management rules and infrastructure

operating rules are the following—

(a) for the Barker Barambah Water Supply Scheme—the
rules stated in schedule 9, part 2, division 2;
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2)

3)

(b) for the Bundaberg Water Supply Scheme—the rules
stated in schedule 9, part 3, division 2;

(c) for the Upper Burnett Water Supply Scheme—the rules
stated in schedule 9, part 4, division 2.

The water sharing rules are the following—

(a) for the Barker Barambah Water Supply Scheme—the
rules stated in schedule 9, part 2, division 3;

(b) for the Bundaberg Water Supply Scheme—the rules
stated in schedule 9, part 3, division 3;

Note—

See section 2 for the commencement of paragraph (b).

(c) for the Upper Burnett Water Supply Scheme—the rules
stated in schedule 9, part 4, division 3.

The environmental management rules, infrastructure
operating rules and water sharing rules mentioned in
subsection (1) or (2) apply for a water supply scheme
mentioned in the subsection until the resource operations plan
1s first amended, after the commencement, to state the
environmental management rules, infrastructure operating
rules and water sharing rules for the water supply scheme.

Particular provisions of the resource operations plan
cease to have effect—Act, s 106A(3)

&)

2)

On the commencement, the following provisions of the
resource operations plan cease to have effect for the plan
area—

(a) chapter 4, sections 4.1.5,4.2.5,4.2.6, 4.4.5 and 4.4.6;
(b) chapter 6, section 6.1;

(c) chapter 7;

(d) attachments 4.1E, 4.2E, 4.2F, 4.3E and 4.3F.

The following provisions of the resource operations plan
cease to have effect on the commencement of
section 32(2)(b)—
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(a) chapter 4, section 4.1.6;
(b) attachment 4.1F.

Division 3 Unallocated water

Subdivision 1 General reserve, strategic reserve
and strategic water infrastructure
reserve

34 Unallocated water held as general reserve, strategic
reserve and strategic water infrastructure reserve

Unallocated water in the plan area is held as a general reserve,
a strategic reserve or a strategic water infrastructure reserve.

35 Purpose for which unallocated water may be granted

Unallocated water in the plan area may only be granted for the
following purposes—

(a) for unallocated water held as a general reserve—any
purpose;

(b) for unallocated water held as a strategic reserve—a State
purpose or an Indigenous purpose;

(c) for unallocated water held as a strategic water
infrastructure  reserve—for  water  infrastructure
mentioned in section 36(3).

36 Reserve volumes

(1) The total of the nominal entitlements for all water licences to
take unallocated water from the general reserve is the
following—

(a) for water licences to take unallocated water from
subcatchment area E—1000ML;

Current as at 6 December 2016 Page 27

Authorised by the Parliamentary Counsel



Water Plan (Burnett Basin) 2014
Chapter 5 Strategies for achieving outcomes

[s 37]

37

2)

3)

(b) for water licences to take unallocated water from
subcatchment area F—1000ML.

The total of the nominal entitlements for all water licences to
take unallocated water from the strategic reserve in the plan
area is the following—

(a) for all water licences to take unallocated water for a
State purpose from the strategic reserve in t