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Sea-Carriage Documents Act 1996
Part 1 Preliminary
Sea-Carriage Documents Act 1996

An Act to reform the law relating to bills of lading, sea waybills
and ships’ delivery orders, and for other purposes

Part 1 Preliminary

1 Short title

This Act may be cited as the Sea-Carriage Documents Act
1996.

2 Application

This Act applies only in relation to sea-carriage documents
coming into existence on or after the commencement of this
section.

3 Definitions

In this Act—

bill of lading means a bill of lading (including a received for
shipment bill of lading) capable of transfer—

(a) by endorsement; or

(b) as a bearer bill, by delivery without endorsement.

contract of carriage, in relation to a sea-carriage document,
means—

(a) for a bill of lading or a sea waybill—the contract of
carriage contained in, or evidenced by, the document; or

(b) for a ship’s delivery order—the contract of carriage in
association with which the order is given.
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Sea-Carriage Documents Act 1996
Part 1 Preliminary
data message means information generated, stored or
communicated by electronic, optical or analogous means,
including electronic data interchange, electronic mail,
telegram, telex and telecopy.

goods, in relation to a sea-carriage document, means the
goods to which the document relates.

identification, of a person in a sea-carriage document,
includes identification of the person by a description that
allows the person’s identity to be varied, in accordance with
the document, after its issue.

lawful holder, of a bill of lading, means a person who—

(a) has come into possession of the bill, in good faith, as the
consignee of the goods, because the person is identified
in the bill; or

(b) has come into possession of the bill, in good faith, as a
result of the completion, by delivery of the bill—

(i) of any endorsement of the bill; or

(ii) for a bearer bill—of any other transfer of the bill;
or

(c) would be the lawful holder of the bill under paragraph
(a) or (b) had not the person come into possession of the
bill as the result of a transaction effected at a time when
possession of the bill no longer gave a right as against
the carrier to possession of the goods.

sea-carriage document means a bill of lading, a sea waybill
or a ship’s delivery order.

sea waybill means a document, other than a bill of lading,
that—

(a) is issued by the carrier of the goods; and

(b) is a receipt for the goods; and

(c) contains or evidences a contract for the carriage of the
goods by sea; and
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(d) identifies the person to whom delivery of the goods is to
be made by the carrier in accordance with the contract.

ship’s delivery order means a document, other than a bill of
lading or a sea waybill, that—

(a) is given in association with a contract for the carriage of
goods by sea, including goods to which the document
relates; and

(b) contains an undertaking by the carrier to deliver the
goods to which the document relates to a person
identified in the document.

4 Electronic and computerised sea-carriage documents

(1) This Act applies, with necessary changes, to a sea-carriage
document in the form of a data message in the same way as it
applies to a written sea-carriage document.

(2) This Act applies, with necessary changes, to the
communication of a sea-carriage document by means of a data
message in the same way as it applies to the communication
of a sea-carriage document by other means.

(3) This Act applies, with necessary changes—

(a) to a sea-carriage document in the form of a data
message; or

(b) to the communication of a sea-carriage document by
means of a data message;

in accordance with procedures agreed between the parties to
the contract of carriage.

(4) Without limiting subsection (3), in this Act, for a sea-carriage
document in the form of a data message, or the
communication of a sea-carriage document by means of a data
message—

delivery includes any form of communication that constitutes
delivery under the terms of the contract of carriage.
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endorsement includes any form of authorisation that
constitutes endorsement under the terms of the contract of
carriage.

possession, of the document, includes being in receipt of the
document in any way that constitutes possession under the
terms of the contract of carriage.

signed includes authenticated in any way that constitutes
signing under the terms of the contract of carriage.

5 Application if goods have ceased to exist, or can not be 
identified

Without limiting section 6(4) or 10, nothing in this Act
prevents the Act applying to a sea-carriage document if the
goods—

(a) cease to exist after the issue of the document; or

(b) can not be identified (whether because they are mixed
with other goods, or for any other reason).

Part 2 Rights under contracts of 
carriage

6 Transfer of rights

(1) All rights under the contract of carriage in relation to which a
sea-carriage document is given are transferred to—

(a) for a bill of lading—each successive lawful holder of the
bill; or

(b) for a sea waybill—the person (other than an original
party to the contract) to whom delivery of the goods is to
be made by the carrier in accordance with the contract;
or
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(c) for a ship’s delivery order—the person to whom delivery
of the goods is to be made in accordance with the order.

(2) Rights in a contract of carriage transferred to a person under
subsection (1) vest in that person as if the person had been an
original party to the contract.

(3) Rights in a contract of carriage in relation to which a ship’s
delivery order is given are transferred under subsection (1)—

(a) subject to the terms of the order; and

(b) only in relation to the goods to which the order relates.

(4) If a person becomes the lawful holder of a bill of lading when
possession of the bill no longer gives a right as against the
carrier to possession of the goods, no rights are transferred to
that person under subsection (1) unless the person becomes
the lawful holder of the bill—

(a) because of a transaction effected under any contractual
or other arrangement made before the possession of the
bill ceased to give that right to possession; or

(b) because of the re-endorsement of the bill following
rejection to that person by another person of goods or
documents delivered to the other person under any
contractual or other arrangement made before the
possession of the bill ceased to give that right to
possession.

(5) If, in relation to a sea-carriage document—

(a) a person with any interest or right in relation to the
goods sustains loss or damage in consequence of a
breach of the contract of carriage; and

(b) subsection (1) operates to transfer the rights in that
contract to another person;

the person to whom the rights in the contact are transferred is
entitled to exercise those rights for the benefit of the person
who sustained the loss or damage to the same extent that they
would be able to be exercised if they were vested in that
person.
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Part 2 Rights under contracts of carriage
(6) In this section—

contract of carriage, in relation to the transfer of rights under
the contract, means the contract as varied by any variation of
which the transferee has notice at the time of the transfer.

7 Extinguishment of previous rights

(1) If section 6 operates in relation to a bill of lading to transfer
rights under the contract of carriage, the transfer extinguishes
any entitlement to those rights which derives from—

(a) a person’s having been an original party to the contract
of carriage; or

(b) the previous operation of section 6.

(2) If section 6 operates in relation to a sea waybill or ship’s
delivery order to transfer rights under the relevant contract of
carriage—

(a) the transfer extinguishes any entitlement to those rights
that derives from the previous operation of section 6;
and

(b) for a sea waybill—the transfer does not affect any rights
that derive from a person’s having been an original party
to the contract; and

(c) for a ship’s delivery order—the transfer does not affect
any rights under the contract other than rights derived
from the previous operation of section 6.
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Part 3 Liabilities under contracts of carriage
Part 3 Liabilities under contracts of 
carriage

8 Transfer of liabilities

(1) This section applies to a person if rights in the contract of
carriage in relation to a sea-carriage document are transferred
to the person under section 6 and—

(a) before those rights are transferred, the person demands
or takes delivery from the carrier of any of the goods; or

(b) after those rights are transferred, the person demands or
takes delivery from the carrier of any of the goods; or

(c) the person makes a claim under the contract against the
carrier in relation to any of the goods.

(2) A person to whom this section applies is subject to the
liabilities under the contract as if the person had been an
original party to the contract.

(3) A person to whom subsection (1)(a) applies becomes subject
to the liabilities under the contract under subsection (2) at the
time the rights in the contract are transferred to the person.

(4) In this section—

contract of carriage, for a person who becomes subject to a
liability under the contract because of this section, means the
contract of carriage as varied by any variation of which the
person has notice at the time of becoming subject to the
liability.

9 Liability of original parties

Section 8 does not affect the liability under a contract of
carriage of any original party to the contract.
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Part 4 Evidence

10 Shipment under bills of lading

(1) This section applies to a bill of lading that—

(a) represents goods to have been shipped, or received for
shipment, on board a vessel; and

(b) is signed—

(i) by the master of the vessel; or

(ii) by another person with the express, implied or
apparent authority of the carrier to sign bills of
lading.

(2) A bill of lading to which this section applies is evidence as
against the carrier, in favour of the shipper, of the shipment of
the goods or, in the case of a received for shipment bill of
lading, of their receipt for shipment.

(3) A bill of lading to which this section applies is conclusive
evidence as against the carrier, in favour of a lawful holder of
the bill, of the shipment of the goods or, in the case of a
received for shipment bill of lading, of their receipt for
shipment.
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1 Index to endnotes

2 Key

3 Table of reprints

4 List of legislation

2 Key

Key to abbreviations in list of legislation and annotations

Key Explanation Key Explanation

AIA = Acts Interpretation Act 
1954

(prev) = previously

amd = amended proc = proclamation

amd
t

= amendment prov = provision

ch = chapter pt = part

def = definition pubd = published

div = division R[X] = Reprint No. [X]

exp = expires/expired RA = Reprints Act 1992

gaz = gazette reloc = relocated

hdg = heading renu
m

= renumbered

ins = inserted rep = repealed

lap = lapsed (retro
)

= retrospectively

notf
d

= notified rv = revised version

num = numbered s = section

o in 
c

= order in council sch = schedule
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3 Table of reprints

A new reprint of the legislation is prepared by the Office of the Queensland Parliamentary
Counsel each time a change to the legislation takes effect.

The notes column for this reprint gives details of any discretionary editorial powers under
the Reprints Act 1992 used by the Office of the Queensland Parliamentary Counsel in
preparing it. Section 5(c) and (d) of the Act are not mentioned as they contain mandatory
requirements that all amendments be included and all necessary consequential
amendments be incorporated, whether of punctuation, numbering or another kind. Further
details of the use of any discretionary editorial power noted in the table can be obtained by
contacting the Office of the Queensland Parliamentary Counsel by telephone on 3003
9601 or email legislation.queries@oqpc.qld.gov.au.

From 29 January 2013, all Queensland reprints are dated and authorised by the
Parliamentary Counsel. The previous numbering system and distinctions between printed
and electronic reprints is not continued with the relevant details for historical reprints
included in this table.

om = omitted sdiv = subdivision

orig = original SIA = Statutory Instruments Act 
1992

p = page SIR = Statutory Instruments 
Regulation 2012

para = paragraph SL = subordinate legislation

prec = preceding sub = substituted

pres = present unnu
m

= unnumbered

prev = previous

Reprint 
No.

Amendments to Effective Reprint date

1 none 9 December 1996 7 February 1997

Key Explanation Key Explanation
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4 List of legislation

Sea-Carriage Documents Act 1996 No. 73
date of assent 9 December 1996
commenced on date of assent
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