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LIQUOR REGULATION 1992

[as amended by all amendments that commenced on or before 2 December 1999]

†PART 1—PRELIMINARY

˙Short title

1. This regulation may be cited as the Liquor Regulation 1992.

˙Meaning of “register”

1A. In this regulation—

“register” means the Register of Licences and Permits.

†PART 2—EXEMPTIONS

˙Exemptions from application of Act

2.(1) The Act does not apply to—

(a) a sale in good faith of spirituous or distilled perfume as
perfumery; or

(b) a sale of spirituous cooking essence, other than for use as a
beverage or for manufacturing a beverage, if—

(i) the essence is sold in a container containing not more than—

(A) if the essence is vanilla essence—100 ml; or

(B) in any other case—50 ml; or

(ii) the sale is by wholesale; or

(c) a sale of liquor in a refreshment room of Parliament House by
permission and under control of the Parliament; or
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(d) a sale of liquor in the lawful operation of an Australian Defence
Force canteen; or

(e) a sale in good faith by any apothecary, chemist or druggist of
spirits or wine as medicine or for medicinal or chemical purposes;
or

(f) a sale at auction conducted by a licensed auctioneer—

(i) of liquor on behalf of a person who is authorised by the Act
to sell the liquor; or

(ii) by order of a trustee under the Bankruptcy Act 1966 (Cwlth),
of liquor held by the trustee as trustee under that Act; or

(iii) by order of the executor, administrator or trustee of the estate
of a deceased person, of liquor that is the property of the
deceased’s estate; or

(iv) by order of the Public Trustee, of liquor that is the property
of an estate in course of administration by the Public Trustee;
or

(g) a sale during actual flight of an aircraft that is unlicensed premises
of liquor to a passenger on the aircraft made by or on behalf of the
operator of the aircraft and for consumption of the liquor during
the flight.

(2) The Act does not apply to the carrying or exposure in an aircraft that
is unlicensed premises of liquor for sale as permitted by subsection (1)(g).

†PART 3—APPLICATIONS

˙Particulars to be stated fully

3. An application for a licence or permit must state fully the particulars
required by the form approved by the chief executive as the form of
application for the licence or permit concerned.
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˙Particulars to accompany application for licence

4. An application for a licence must be accompanied by—

(a) in the case of an application for a general licence, a residential
licence or a special facility licence—a typical menu of meals
provided or to be provided on the premises to which the
application relates; and

(b) in the case of an application for an on-premises licence for
premises where meals are to be provided—a typical menu of the
meals; and

(c) in the case of an application for any licence other than a club
licence or a producer/wholesaler licence—a description of the
general nature and character of the premises to which the
application relates; and

(d) in the case of an application relating to premises on land—a copy
of the registered plan of survey and of the instrument of title of
the land, and a description of each proposed licensed area on the
premises; and

(e) in the case of an application relating to premises where
entertainment is to be provided—details of the type and nature of
the entertainment; and

(f) in the case of an application for any licence other than a
producer/wholesaler licence—evidence of the acoustic qualities of
the premises to which the application relates; and

(g) in the case of all applications for a licence—

(i) a plan (drawn to scale) of the premises to which the
application relates, showing the general layout of the
premises; and

(ii) a plan showing the location of the premises to which the
application relates in relation to adjacent premises; and

(iii) verification of the identity of the applicant and the nominee,
who, in either case, is a natural person by any means
acceptable to the chief executive; and

(iv) evidence that conducting the proposed business on the
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premises is a permitted use under the relevant local
government’s planning scheme.

˙Particulars to accompany application for transfer of licence

5. An application for transfer of a licence must be accompanied by—

(a) in the case of an application for transfer of a licence—

(i) if the current licensee is the holder of a licence to which
section 205(2)1 of the Act applies—a return of all liquor
purchased or otherwise obtained for the licensed premises in
the period—

(A) starting on the day on which the current licensee
obtained the licence or 1 July before the day on which
the application was made, whichever is later; and

(B) ending on the day on which the application is made; or

(ii) if the current licensee is the holder of a licence or certificate
to which section 205(3) of the Act applies—a return of all
liquor sold or supplied under authority of the licence or
certificate in the period—

(A) starting on the day on which the current licensee
obtained the licence or certificate or 1 July before the
day on which the application was made, whichever is
later; and

(B) ending on the day on which the application is made; and

(b) in the case of all applications for transfer—

(i) the current licence; and

(ii) verification of the identity of the transferee and the nominee,
who, in either case, is a natural person, in any way acceptable
to the chief executive.

1 Section 205 (Filing of returns)
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˙Time for making applications for permits

6. An application for—

(a) a general purpose permit; or

(b) an extended hours permit (other than an extended hours permit
that would extend trading hours on a regular basis); or

(c) a permit for a temporary variation of trading hours for 1 occasion
or event; or

(d) a restricted club permit;

must be made at least 21 days before the day on which the permit is to take,
or first take, effect.

˙Restrictions on grant of general purpose permit

6A. The chief executive may grant a general purpose permit only—

(a) to a non-proprietary club; or

(b) if the chief executive is satisfied all proceeds from the sale of
liquor under the permit will be used for the benefit of the
community.

†PART 3A—APPROVED PREMISES

˙Definitions

6B. In this part—

“approved premises” means premises for which an approval is given
under section 59(1)(d)2 of the Act.

“main licensed premises” see section 6C.

2 Section 59 (Authority of general licence)
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˙Restrictions on approval of premises

6C.(1) The chief executive may approve premises under section 59(1)(d)
of the Act only if—

(a) the applicant is the licensee of licensed premises (the “main
licensed premises”); and

(b) the applicant has no more than 2 approved premises for the main
licensed premises; and

(c) the proposed approved premises—

(i) are no more than 5 km by road from the main licensed
premises; and

(ii) have a floor area of not more than 100 m2 for display and
retail sales and not more than 30 m2 for storage; and

(iii) do not have direct access from any other business premises;
and

(iv) have direct access from a public place; and

(v) do not have a facility for drive-in service of liquor.

(2) Subsection (1)(c)(i) does not apply if the proposed approved
premises are in a remote area that does not have premises from which
liquor is sold to the public for consumption off the premises.

Example of subsection (2)—

A small rural community more than 5 km from the nearest premises from which
takeaway liquor is sold to the public.

˙Conditions on approval of premises

6D.(1) An applicant for approval under section 59(1)(d) of the Act must
satisfy the chief executive that—

(a) conducting the proposed business on the premises (the “new
business”) is a permitted use under the relevant local
government’s planning scheme; and

(b) if the applicant is not the owner of the proposed approved
premises—the applicant has the owner’s written agreement to the
application; and
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(c) only the applicant has a right to occupy the proposed approved
premises; and

(d) the same person or entity will have the financial benefit of both
the new business and the business conducted at the main licensed
premises; and

(e) the applicant will conduct the new business under the same
business name as the business conducted at the main licensed
premises; and

(f) the licensee’s principal place of business will be the main licensed
premises.

(2) If there is a condition in the applicant’s tenancy agreement for the
premises that the owner will not grant anyone else the right to occupy
another part of the premises as approved premises, the applicant must also
satisfy the chief executive that the condition was not included in the
agreement at the request of the applicant.

˙Licensee’s right to occupy approved premises ends

6E. If a licensee’s right to occupy the approved premises ends, the
licensee must apply to the chief executive for approval under
section 154(2)3 of the Act to change the area of the licensed premises.

˙Expiry of approval if business not conducted

6F. If a licensee who has the chief executive’s approval under
section 59(1)(d) of the Act does not start to conduct business within 60 days
after receiving the approval, the approval expires.

˙Sampling of liquor on approved premises

6G. The holder of a general licence may supply liquor for consumption
on approved premises only if—

(a) the supply is for persons to sample the liquor; and

(b) no charge is made for the liquor.

3 Section 154 (Alteration and maintenance of licensed premises)
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†PART 4—APPLICATIONS CONCERNING AREA OF
COUNCIL

˙Application of part

7. This part applies to an application for—

(a) the grant of a licence or permit; or

(b) a variation or transfer of a licence or permit;

in relation to premises in a community area of a council.

˙Application of other provisions of regulation

8. Parts 3 and 6 apply to an application to which this part applies.

˙Requirements for application

9. The application must be—

(a) made in writing to the chief executive; and

(b) signed by the applicant.

˙Additional requirements for application by council

10. If the application is made by the council, the application must be
accompanied by—

(a) particulars of any consultation with residents of the community
area; and

(b) particulars of any residents’ opinions ascertained by the council in
relation to the application.

˙Notice of application

11.(1) If the application is not an application for—

(a) a general purpose permit; or

(b) an extended hours permit (other than an extended hours permit
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that would extend trading hours on a regular basis); or

(c) a permit for a temporary variation of trading hours for 1 occasion
or event;

this section applies to the application.

(2) The applicant must—

(a) cause notice of the application to be displayed, by way of a sign—

(i) on the premises to which the application relates; and

(ii) in at least 1 prominent place in the community area
concerned; and

(b) ensure that the notice is displayed in accordance with
paragraph (a) conspicuously on the premises for 28 days
immediately before the last day for making objections to the
application.

(3) The notice must specify—

(a) the type of the application; and

(b) the location of the premises to which the application relates.

(4) The sign must be—

(a) in a form approved by the chief executive; and

(b) of such dimensions (including dimensions of the print) as are
approved by the chief executive;

either generally or in a particular case.

(5) The applicant must give the chief executive evidence of the display of
the sign.

˙Objection to grant of application

12.(1) If section 11 applies to the application, any adult resident of the
community area may object to the grant of the application.

(2) The objection must be made by writing given to the council on or
before the last day for making objections to the application as specified in
the notice under section 11.
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(3) The objection may be made individually or by petition.

(4) The grounds on which the objection may be made are that, if the
application were granted—

(a) undue offence, annoyance, disturbance or inconvenience to
persons who reside or work or do business in the locality
concerned, or to persons in travelling to or from an existing or
proposed place of public worship, hospital or school is likely to
happen; or

(b) the amenity, quiet or good order of the locality concerned would
be lessened in some way.

(5) If the application is made by the council, the council must give to the
chief executive a copy of each objection given to it within 14 days after the
day mentioned in subsection (2).

˙Requirements for objection by petition

13. If an objection is by petition, the objection may be disregarded
unless—

(a) the first and each subsequent page of the petition bears an identical
heading that clearly specifies the subject matter of the petition, so
positioned as to be clearly legible to every person whose signature
on the petition is sought; and

(b) each signatory to the petition adds particulars of his or her
address.

˙Council to consider all objections

14. The council must consider all objections properly made to it.

˙Council to make submission concerning application made by another
person

15.(1) If the application is referred to the council for its consideration, the
council must submit to the chief executive, in writing—

(a) its recommendation as to whether or not the application should be
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granted; and

(b) the reasons for its recommendation.

(2) If the application is for—

(a) a licence other than a club licence; or

(b) an extended hours permit that would extend trading hours on a
regular basis;

the applicant must satisfy the council that, having regard to—

(c) the number and condition of licensed premises already existing in
the locality to which the application relates; and

(d) the distribution of licensed premises already existing throughout
the locality; and

(e) the extent and quality of services provided, or to be provided, by
licensed premises already existing; and

(f) whether the services that would be provided, if the application is
granted, could be adequately provided through licensed premises
already existing by way of orders of the chief executive or
requisitions of investigators; and

(g) any other relevant matter as to which the council seeks to be
satisfied;

the licence or permit applied for is necessary to provide for the reasonable
requirements of the public in the locality to which the application relates for
liquor and related services that would be provided if the application were
granted.

(3) In considering what the requirements of the public in a locality may
be, the council must take into account the matters mentioned in
subsection (2) and must have regard to—

(a) the population of the locality to which the application relates and
the foreseeable population growth in the locality; and

(b) the number and kinds of persons residing in, resorting to or
passing through the locality, or likely in the foreseeable future to
do so, and their respective expectations; and

(c) the extent to which any requirement or expectation—
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(i) varies during different periods or at different times; and

(ii) is lawfully met by other premises, licensed or unlicensed;
and

(d) the likely health and social impact that the grant of an application
would have on the population of the locality to which the
application relates.

(4) If the applicant fails to satisfy the council as prescribed by
subsection (2), the council must recommend that the application should not
be granted.

(5) The recommendation and reasons must be submitted by the council
to the chief executive within 28 days after the application is referred to the
council.

(6) In deciding the application, the chief executive must have regard to the
recommendation and reasons.

(7) In this section—

“licensed premises already existing” includes premises in relation to
which an application for a licence or permit to which subsection (2)
applies has been granted.

˙Conference by chief executive

16.(1) If the chief executive considers it desirable that a conference of
interested persons be held, the chief executive may participate in a
conference with interested persons or their representatives.

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1), an interested person includes—

(a) the council; and

(b) a person who has properly made an objection to the application;
and

(c) any resident of the community area who has, or any body of
residents of the community area that has, in the chief executive’s
opinion, a proper interest in the locality concerned or is likely to
be affected by the grant of the application.
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˙Decision by chief executive

17.(1) The chief executive may—

(a) grant the application; or

(b) refuse the application.

(2) If the chief executive grants the application, the licence is subject to
the conditions (if any) specified in the licence or permit.

(3) If the chief executive refuses the application, the chief executive must
notify the applicant in writing of—

(a) the refusal; and

(b) the reasons for the refusal.

†PART 5—OBLIGATIONS OF LICENSEES AND
PERMITTEES

˙Alteration of licensed premises

18.(1) A notice mentioned in section 154(1)4 of the Act or an application
for the chief executive’s approval under section 154(2) of the Act must be
accompanied by—

(a) a sketch of the layout of the licensed premises showing the
alteration; and

(b) a written description of the extent of the alteration.

(2) The licensee of licensed premises that have been altered, whether by
the owner or the licensee, must give to the chief executive, within 14 days
after completion of the alteration—

(a) if the alteration, with the chief executive’s approval, resulted in an
increase or decrease in the area used for the conduct of business
under the authority of the licence—the licence for endorsement;
and

4 Section 154 (Alteration and maintenance of licensed premises)
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(b) a sketch of the layout of the licensed premises showing the
alteration; and

(c) a written description of the extent of the alteration.

Maximum penalty—10 penalty units.

˙Particulars required in record of transactions

19. The particulars that a record of transactions must contain to satisfy the
obligation prescribed for a licensee by section 2175 of the Act are—

(a) in the case of all licensees—

(i) the quantity of liquor (expressed in litres) purchased or
otherwise obtained for the licensed premises in each of the
categories—

• beer

• wine

• spirits; and

(ii) the name and business addresses of the persons from whom
the liquor was purchased or obtained; and

(iii) the gross amount paid or payable for the liquor; and

(b) in the case of a licensee who holds a producer/wholesaler licence,
or a limited licence relating to premises used for conduct of a
business selling wines by a person who holds a certificate of
registration under the Wine Industry Act 1974 as a
vigneron-vintner—

(i) the quantity of liquor (expressed in litres) sold or supplied
under authority of the licence in each of the categories—

• beer

• wine

• spirits; and

(ii) the name of the person to whom the liquor was sold or

5 Section 217 (Records to be kept by licensee)
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supplied; and

(iii) the gross amount paid or payable for the liquor.

˙Application of s 143 of the Act

19A. Section 1436 of the Act applies to the licensee of approved premises
as if the approved premises were the main licensed premises.

˙Responsible practices in the service, supply and promotion of liquor

19AB.(1) The holder of a licence or permit must behave responsibly in
the service, supply and promotion of liquor.

(2) The holder must not engage in a practice or promotion that may
encourage rapid or excessive consumption of liquor.

Examples—

• promoting the consumption of drinks known as ‘laybacks’, ‘shooters’ or
‘test-tubes’

• promoting ‘free drinks for 2 hours’, ‘3 drinks for the price of 1’ or ‘all you
can drink for $10.00’.

(3) The holder must engage in practices and promotions that encourage
the responsible consumption of liquor.

Examples—

• promoting the consumption of light or low alcohol drinks

• serving food with drinks to slow the rate of consumption of drinks and the
absorption of alcohol

• supplying liquor in standard or recognisable quantities

• serving half measures of spirits on request.

(4) The holder must provide and maintain a safe environment in and
around the licensed premises.

Examples—

• arranging the supply and convenient positioning of public telephones
displaying taxi and emergency numbers

6 Section 143 (Particulars to be displayed on premises)
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• providing lighting outside the external doors of the premises

• not promoting activities that might encourage harassment by patrons of
the staff or other patrons.

†PART 5A—OBLIGATIONS OF OTHER PARTIES

˙Monitoring of applications for designation

19B.(1) Each local government must give written notice to the chief
executive of the number of applications received each year for designation
of a public place under section 173C7 of the Act.

(2) The notice must—

(a) be given to the chief executive on or before 31 January of the year
after the year to which the notice relates; and

(b) contain—

(i) the name of each applicant; and

(ii) a description of the place for which the designation was
sought; and

(c) state whether a designation was made.

†PART 6—FEES

˙Particulars required in returns

20. The particulars that a return under section 2058 of the Act must
contain are—

7 Section 173C (Local government may designate public places where liquor may
be consumed)

8 Section 205 (Filing of returns)
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(a) in the case of a return under section 205(2) of the Act—

(i) the quantity of liquor (expressed in litres) purchased or
otherwise obtained for the licensed premises in each of the
categories—

• beer

• wine

• spirits; and

(ii) the name and business addresses of the persons from whom
the liquor was purchased or obtained; and

(iii) the gross amount paid or payable for the liquor; and

(b) in the case of a return under section 205(3) of the Act—

(i) the quantity of liquor sold or supplied under authority of the
relevant licence or certificate in each of the categories—

• beer

• wine

• spirits; and

(ii) the name of the persons to whom the liquor was sold or
supplied; and

(iii) the gross amount paid or payable for the liquor.

˙Liquor excluded from assessment of fees

21. Liquor that is sold or supplied by the holder of a producer/wholesaler
licence to the operator of a liquor outlet at an airport controlled by or on
behalf of the Commonwealth is a description of liquor to which
section 206(d)9 of the Act applies.

˙Fees payable for specific purposes

22. The fees payable to the chief executive are the fees set out in the
schedule.

9 Section 206 (Factors affecting assessment of fees)
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˙Additional fee under s 204 of the Act

23.(1) The additional fee under section 20410 of the Act for the current
licence period is—

(a) if the approval is for the whole licence period—$540.00; and

(b) if the approval is not for the whole licence period—calculated
using the following formula—

$546.00 x number of months

12

(2) The additional fee is payable—

(a) if subsection (1)(a) applies—at the beginning of the licence
period; and

(b) if subsection (1)(b) applies—on the day the approval takes effect.

(3) In this section—

“number of months” means the number of months from and including
the month in which the approval takes effect to and including the
following June.

˙Fee payable where none is otherwise specified

25.(1) A fee of $75.50 is payable to the chief executive in relation to any
application under the Act for which a fee is not otherwise specified by this
regulation.

(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to an application for an on-premises
licence in relation to premises of which the primary purpose is their use for
the purpose mentioned in section 69(1)(g)11 of the Act.

10 Section 204 (Additional fee for bars in certain premises)

11 Section 69 (Restriction on grant of on-premises licence)
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†PART 7—MISCELLANEOUS

˙Proof of age card

26. For section 6(a)(i)(A)12 of the Act, the department that deals with
matters arising under the Transport Operations (Road Use Management)
Act 1995 may issue a proof of age card that is acceptable evidence of a
person’s age.

˙Proposed amendment to club rules

27. Sections 88(1)(b)(i) and 103D(1)(b)(i)13 of the Act do not apply to
amendments of the rules of a club other than amendments about—

(a) eligibility for membership of the club; and

(b) categories of membership of the club; and

(c) eligibility for election to the club’s management committee; and

(d) voting rights of the club’s members; and

(e) functions of the club’s management committee; and

(f) payment to an officer or employee of the club; and

(g) the club’s non-proprietary status.

12 Section 6 (Acceptable evidence of age)

13 Sections 88 and 103D (Requirements of club and secretary)
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¡SCHEDULE

†FEES

section 22

$
Licences
1.(1) Application for—

(a) a general licence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 105.00
(b) a residential licence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 105.00
(c) an on-premises licence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 105.00
(d) a club licence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 105.00
(e) a special facility licence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 105.00
(f) a limited licence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116.50
(g) a producer/wholesaler licence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 105.00

(2) However, no fee is payable under subitem (1)(c) if the
primary purpose of the premises to which the licence relates is
the purpose stated in section 69(1)(g) of the Act.

2. Application—
(a) for a temporary variation of the trading hours stated

in a licence for 1 occasion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27.00
(b) to vary a licence in another way . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106.50
(c) to transfer a licence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193.50
(d) for the chief executive’s approval to change the area

of licensed premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00
(e) for a duplicate licence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.50
(f) for a temporary authority under section 125 of the

Act . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106.50

Permits
3. Application for—

(a) an extended hours permit—
(i) that would extend trading hours on a regular

basis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 106.50
(ii) in any other case  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27.00
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(b) a general purpose permit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27.00
(c) a restricted club permit (for each period of 3 months,

or part of 3 months, for which the permit is
sought)—
(i) if the times for the sale of liquor under the

permit total not more than 10 hours a week . . . 53.50
(ii) if the times for the sale of liquor under the

permit total more than 10 hours but not more
than 21 hours a week . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107.50

4. Application to renew an extended hours permit . . . . . . . . . . 27.00

5. Application for a duplicate permit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.50

Miscellaneous applications
6. Application for—

(a) acceptance of the nomination of a new or additional
nominee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193.50

(b) approval to let, sublet or enter into a franchise or
management agreement for all or part of licensed
premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193.50

(c) authority under section 131A of the Act to conduct
business on licensed premises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193.50

(d) an extension of time to comply with a condition of
the provisional grant of a licence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193.50

(e) approval under section 152 of the Act in relation to
conducting a business or supplying a service on
licensed premises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75.50

(f) approval to change the name of licensed premises  . 50.00
(g) an extension of the times stated in a restricted club

permit for the sale and consumption of liquor . . . . . 27.00
(h) approval of premises under section 59(1)(d) of the

Act for the sale of liquor under authority of a general
licence  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 584.50

Particulars of interest in licence
7. Giving particulars of an interest in a licence to the chief
executive under section 44A(2) of the Act . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00
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Summons to witness
8. Application for a notice under section 27(1) of the Act . . . . 21.50

Inspection and search of records
9. Inspection of the register  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.50

10. Provision of information from the register consisting of—
(a) a list that gives information about—

(i) up to 50 licensed premises . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17.50
(ii) 51 to 1 500 licensed premises  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00
(iii) more than 1 500 licensed premises  . . . . . . . . . 106.50

(b) names and addresses on self-adhesive labels, for—
(i) up to 50 labels  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107.50
(ii) 51 to 1 500 labels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 246.50
(iii) more than 1 500 labels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 508.50
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